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Every year, more than 100,000 
graduates leave tertiary institutions in 
search for white-collar job. However, 
it is only a minimum number of them 
that manage to get lucrative jobs that 
they dream about upon graduating 
because the job avenues are limited 
and require a lot of input to get one. 
This has led to the realization that 
white-collar jobs are elusive and most 
university and college graduates are 
turning to agriculture to earn a living.

Instructively, new graduates are 
not interested in growing the 
traditional crops or rearing the 
usual domestic animals. They 
are targeting niche markets to 
start ventures whose produce 
moves quickly. Farming has become 
cool, and despite their academic 
qualifications, they are not averse to 
soiling their hands to earn a living.

A journey into the world of the 
graduate farmers reveals a new 
attitude towards making ends meet, 

Farming goes digital
and defies the notion that there isn’t 
enough land for farming. All the 
graduates are doing is to lease even 
just a quarter of an acre or get a 
portion of their parents’ land. Most 
have active Facebook accounts and 
websites and spend most 
of their mornings 

responding 
to queries from customers 
or fellow digital farmers.

With the existence of social media 

platforms, most youthful farmers 
are using them to get information 
and to market their produce. 

Education certainly offers these 
youthful farmers alternative ways to 
skin a cat. When they do not get jobs, 
they turn to farming and, thereby, 
create jobs for less educated youths.
When they do not get extension 
services; they turn to the Internet 

and radio for information. 
When the market is limited, 

they post their products on 
the Internet for a wider reach. 

And when the seasons are bad for 
certain crops, they get alternatives.

It is now clear that farming has gone 
digital and it is not the business 
of growing crops, harvesting and 
taking them to the nearest market 
for purchase. With a Smart phone, 
one can sell his produce while at 
home. A change of attitude and a 
little seed money is the next big 
thing for jobless graduates.

Food production is anticipated to 
rise by seventy percent in the year 
twenty fifty; so as to feed the growing 
world population. However this will 
be attainable with a warming planet 
as a result of global greenhouse 
gas emissions every other year, 
through sustainable agriculture. 

Sustainable agriculture tide is 
turning and its momentum is on 
the rise since it is friendlier to the 
environment. Retailers, governments 

Using fertilizer efficiently, to feed the growing population

and consumers are creating demand 
for sustainable grains, and farmers 
are changing the way they grow 
crops so that less fertilizer is lost 
to the air and water as pollutants. 

Food companies and agribusinesses 
are committed to using 
fertilizer more efficiently and 
improving soil conservation. 

When excess fertilizer used 
to grow crops isn’t absorbed 
by a plant, it is lost as nitrous 
oxide and a greenhouse gas 
300 times more potent than 
carbon dioxide is produced. 

It is also lost as nitrate pollutant in 
the ground and surface water which 
then contaminate with drinking 
water or create dead zones. 

Nevertheless if fertilizers are 
used more efficiently and soil 

is kept healthy, farmers can 
save money, increase yields and 
prevent environmental impacts. 

Research is going on to develop other 
agricultural standards and practices 
that will help farmers to reduce on 
emissions to the environment. 

With this precedent, the market 
can proceed with a nutrient 
management protocol to reduce 
nitrous oxide emissions from 
fertilizer. This effort would apply 
to cropland and contribute to 
millions of tons of greenhouse 
gas reductions while protecting or 
even increasing farmers’ yields. 

Feeding a growing population will 
require sustainable agriculture,  so 
using fertilizer economically is a 
huge step in the right direction. 


